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The American Dream? Kristin/Koh

These journal entries are designed to help you think about the text as you read.  Remember, your ultimate goal is to figure out why your book was banned and if it deserves to be banned.

Directions:

1. For the first entry, choose a quote that you think may have something to do with why the book was banned.  This may be a controversial statement, an unorthodox idea, a questioning of authority, a challenge, or a part of the text that leaves you wondering, questioning…

2. For the second entry, explain what is happening in the story – explain who is talking, to whom, when.  This should be 1-2 sentences.

3. For the third entry, circle the reason you think the book may have been banned.

4. For the fourth entry, write your response or reaction to the quote you copied. You can…

· Respond: write about why you chose the quote and what it brings to mind.

· Challenge: if the quote is controversial, write about how you agree or disagree with the author or character in the text.

· Interpret: explain what you think the quote means, if it isn’t obvious.  Try to think of all the possibilities it could mean.  

· Ask Questions: if a passage leaves you puzzled, ask a question that may lead to a deeper understanding.  Then answer it.

· Philosophize: write about what great meaning or lesson this quote would hold for people in general.

Experiment with different styles.  The fourth entry must be at least ½ page.
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Remember to respond using one of the “ways” above!




